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Maximum Funding Levels

The cost of installing BMPs varies from
project to project and site to site. The scope of
the problem, site characteristics and cost effec-
tiveness of the proposed project are all taken
into consideration. The following maximum
funding levels apply:

Animal Waste Management Systems

Up to $100,000 per project, with a maxi-
mum of $150,000 per farm, when combined
with other BMPs.

All Other BMPs

Up to $35,000 per project, with a maximum
of $75,000 per farm.

A flat rate ceiling applies to all BMP com-
ponents. Average allowable rates for materials
and services necessary to install a BMP are
established annually by each county.
Maximum costs are determined by applying
the standard flat rates to the components
approved for each project.
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Eligibility
MACS is available to individuals, partner-

ships, corporations, trusts or other businesses
that operate a Maryland farm.

Proposed projects must meet MACS eligibility
and cost-effectiveness requirements.

Applicants must have an existing or poten-
tially critical condition on agricultural land
that causes soil, nutrients or other pollutants
to enter state waters; or the proposed project
will improve water quality.

Applicants must be in compliance with the
Maryland Nutrient Management Program
and other environmental laws and programs.

Help Where You Need It

Every year, soil conservation districts help
Maryland farmers secure millions of dollars in
financial assistance from MACS and other state
and federal programs to install protective best
management practices on their farms. Located
in every Maryland county, soil conservation
districts—with technical guidance from USDA's
Natural Resources Conservation Service—work
with farmers to design BMPs, supervise their
installation and construction and develop oper-
ation and maintenance plans to keep them in
good working order. Agricultural planners work-

ing in the soil conservation district office also
help farmers calculate costs to install BMPs and
apply for state and federal cost-share and low
interest loan programs.

Take Action—Get MACS

Contact your local soil conservation dis-
trict to find out how conservation practices
can improve your farm. MACS applications
must be approved by the Maryland
Department of Agriculture and submitted
through your local soil conservation district
office before you begin the project.

You may also consider applying for cost-
share funds through USDA. In many instances,
USDA and MACS funds can be combined. Ask
your soil conservation district for more details.




